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Grade II mausoleum has fallen
into disrepair after homes row
Madeleine Burton
mburton@hertsad.co.uk

An historic mausoleum and the
gardens around it have been allowed
to fall into wrack and ruin according
to a concerned resident.
The Mausoleum of Sir David Yule
in the grounds of Hanstead House in
Drop Lane, Bricket Wood, built some
time in the 1920s/1930s, is a Grade II
listed building for various historic,
architectural and design reasons.
But Hanstead Park, which once
housed the HSBC management and
training centre and the former
Bricket Wood Sports Centre, now has
planning permission for 138 new
homes after winning a planning
appeal in 2015.
Janis Dingwall, who lives close to
Hanstead Park, is unhappy not just
about the state of the mausoleum
which was built to house the remains
of successful businessman Sir David
Yule but also the adjoining cemetery
and pet cemetery.
She said: “It has all gone to wrack
and ruin and we thought it was going
to be looked after.”
Janis said that when planning
permission was first sought for the
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housing scheme, residents of Drop
Lane were worried about “the lovely
gardens which go back a long time”
as well as the mausoleum and graves.
Having walked along public foot-

paths adjoining Hanstead Park, she
said the state of the mausoleum was
an ‘absolute disgrace’ with the grass
uncut and the gardens overgrown.
She raised the issue with St Congar
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Land which has planning permission
for the housing scheme to say that if
they could not look after the rest of
the site, they should look after the
mausoleum and graves but her
concerns were ignored.
He denied that the stone mausoleum had fallen into disrepair and
went on: “It is a listed building and if
English Heritage wants to inspect it,
they are welcome.”
He went on: “When that site is
developed, it will be taken care of but
right now we are spending a considerable amount of money on the wider
estate to keep it in check.”
Steve said: “I refute the idea that
the stone structure is not in the same
position as 2012.
“It is overgrown as is the Japanese
Garden because the cost of maintaining the site is significant.
“There are 50 acres of gardens and
HSBC had a full time team maintaining them.
“We are in the transitional stage
into a housing site.”
He added: “Whether we develop it
or not, it will go back to better than
before. Right now we don’t want to
spend significant amounts of
money.”
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Shoot threat
at council HQ
An allegation that a man
threatened council workers by
saying he was going to shoot
them has been denied at St
Albans Magistrates’ Court.
Anthony Eacope, of Tassell
Hall, Redbourn, appeared at
court last Friday (9), where he
pleaded not guilty to a charge of
using threatening words with
intent to cause fear of unlawful
violence.
It is alleged that on June 29
this year, while visiting St
Albans district council, Mr
Eacope used threatening words
towards the authority’s staff.
His lawyer, Miss Nottage, told
magistrates: “He denies the
communication as alleged.”
She told the court that following a conversation with a council
employee, Mr Eacope allegedly
“made a statement along the
lines that he said ‘I’m going to
get a gun and shoot everyone’ as
he walked from the council
officer.”
A trial will be held on October
28, after magistrates adjourned
the case and released Mr Eacope
on conditional bail, telling him
he was not allowed to go to the
council’s headquarters.

